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i
the Greeks, and alludes principally to the motion of the stars in the immediate vicinity of the Pole.
. . . round and round the frozen pole Glideth the lean white Bear.
Buchanan.
There is some little interest in Ursa Major on account of the possibility of its being used as a kind of celestial timekeeper. The northern sky is in reality a great clock dial, over which hands wrought of stars trace their way unceasingly. Moreover, it is a timepiece that is absolutely accurate, and which requires no winding or repairing. A line drawn through a and @ Ursae Majoris, or "the Pointers" as these stars are called, passes almost exactly through the pole of the heavens. Now this line revolves with the constellation once in twenty-four hours. On March 2ist at 10.55 P.M., the superior passage takes place;                *
a like passage, but invisible, occurs on Sept. 226. at 10.55 A.M.    Knowing the day of the month, the time may be                 f1
derived by observing what angle the line joining these stars                 I
makes with the vertical.   In Shakespeare's King Henry                \
IV. the Carrier exclaims:                                                                 .
Heigho: an't be not four by the day I '11 be hanged                                  !
Charles's Wain is over the new chimney.                                                 ;
And Falstaff says:                                                                           I
We that take purses go by the moon and the seven stars.                            f
Poe in one of his poems writes:
And star dials pointed to morn.
Tennyson wrote;
We danced about the May-pole and in the hazel copse
Till Charles's Wain came out above the tall white chimney tops,
And again in The Princess:
I paced the terrace till the Bear had wheel'd Thro* a great arc his seven slow suns.unis, Ursa Major was important as marking the seasons. They say that when winter comes the Bear lazily sleeps, no longer guarding the westland from theund on           0! the                                of Egypt* andposed by astrologers to be immediately connected with the fortunes of Judaea, it would naturally turn their thoughts in that direction.1'he death between Orion and the Bull.
